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  Commission Work Session – September 28, 2016 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Executive Summary 
At this IFYWP work session, staff will review in detail the comments received and staff’s proposed response for 
inclusion in the final draft of the 2017‐2021 IFYWP. Additionally, staff will present any significant identified 
changes for incorporation into the final draft. 
 
Facts & Findings 
On August 10, 2016, Staff presented to the Commission the initial draft of the FY2017‐2021 IFYWP. Following 
the meeting, the draft was released for public and agency comments. In addition to posting the plan on the 
ACHD website, the initial draft was transmitted directly to Ada County, Boise, Boise School District, Eagle, 
Garden City, Kuna, Kuna School District, Meridian, Star, and West Ada School District. Further, Staff sent the plan 
to each of the official neighborhood associations in Boise for distribution. A complete summary of comments 
and proposed responses can be found in Attachment 1. All official correspondence received is found in 
subsequent attachments.  

 
Policy Implications 
ACHD develops the annual update to the IFYWP in close coordination with its agency partners and the public. 
Public and agency input into the initial draft is essential to ensure an open and transparent process and the 
proposed plan of projects is informed by those it will serve. IFYWP adoption is planned for October 26, 2016. 
 
Fiscal Implication 
The IFYWP reflects the FY2017‐2018 ACHD Budget as the first two years of the Plan. As the budget was adopted 
on August 24, 2016, staff is only recommending changes to project phases outside of the budget years. These 
changes will be reflected in the final draft and in future budgeting processes. 
 
Attachments 

1. Summary of Comments Received 
2. Ada County Comment Letter 
3. City of Boise Comment Letter 
4. City of Meridian Comment Letter 
5. West Ada School District Email 
6. Public Comments   



Attachment 1 – Summary of Comments Received 
 
Commenter/Agency Comment Response 

Ada County (Jim Tibbs, 
Board Chairman) 

“Thank you for considering our requests 
and incorporating them into the FY2017-
2021 IFYWP.” 

No response needed. 

City of Meridian (Mayor 
and Council) 

Expressed appreciation for programming 
and advancement of various projects. 

No response needed. 

Request ACHD work with and consider 
partnering with ITD on intersections 
along Chinden Blvd. 

ACHD coordinates with ITD 
on an annual basis. In the 
process of scoping 
improvements at Chinden/ 
Locust Grove. 

Request ACHD complete traffic analysis 
or study of existing and potential 
roadway network in the area of Franklin, 
Locust Grove, and Eagle roads. 

ACHD will consider during 
next Master Street Map 
update. 

City of Boise (David 
Bieter, Mayor) 

Support for various projects.  No response needed. 
Request advancing of 4 Community 
Programs projects. 

ACHD to evaluate advancing 
in final IFYWP or subsequent 
updates. 

Request readjusting program of DBIP 
projects to allow for Main and Idaho to 
occur in 2018 and State St in 2019. 

ACHD will evaluate the 
feasibility of this change and 
its impacts to other projects. 

Request advancing the 5th/6th conversion 
and Fort/5th/Hays intersection. Add 
signal at State/3rd to improve use of 3rd 
St. 

Evaluation of feasibility 
underway.  

Request advancing design of Broadway/ 
Ave B/ Warm Springs intersection and 
construction of Dona Larsen pathway. 

ACHD to scope pathway 
separate from intersection. 
Evaluate advancing design in 
final IFYWP or subsequent 
updates. 

Request ACHD identify locations for 
additional pedestrian crossings on 
McMillan, Eagle/Cloverdale. 

ACHD to evaluate. 

West Ada School District 
(Joseph Yochum, Assistant 
Superintendent) 

Request advancing pedestrian crossing 
on Floating Feather at Eagle Middle 
School.  

ACHD to evaluate advancing 
in final IFYWP or subsequent 
updates. 

North End Neighborhood 
Association (Anne Stites 
Hausrath, Streets Chair) 

Support for various projects, with request 
to expedite certain projects and robust 
public involvement (see letter).  

ACHD to evaluate advancing 
in final IFYWP or subsequent 
updates. 

Concern with widening State St, 
Glenwood/27th beyond 5 lanes. Primary 
concern is east of 27th St. 

State St, 27th/23rd is already 7 
lanes. No additional road 
widening planned. ACHD will 
implement the adopted TTOP. 



Commenter/Agency Comment Response 
Boise Heights 
Neighborhood Association 
(Angela Rossman, Traffic 
Safety Committee) 

Request various traffic calming, 
pedestrian intersection, and sidewalk 
improvements (see letter). 

ACHD to include projects in 
North Boise Neighborhood 
Plan and share with Boise/ 
Boise School District for 
prioritization. Evaluating 
requests for opportunities to 
implement. 

 
  





 

  
 

 

September 9, 2016 
 

 
Kent Goldthorpe, President 
Ada County Highway District 
3775 Adams Street 
Garden City, ID 83714 
 
Re:   ACHD’s Integrated Five Year Work Plan FY 2017-2021 
 Initial Draft  
  
Dear President Goldthorpe: 
 
At a work session on August 30, 2016, the Boise City Council reviewed the initial 
draft of ACHD’s Integrated Five Year Work Plan for FY 2017-2021 and sends the 
following comments of support and requested modifications to the draft plan for 
the Commission’s consideration.  
 
The council supports: 

1. Construction of the Orchard Street Realignment and Lake Hazel Extension; 

2. State & Glenwood conceptual design in 2017;  

3. DBIP:  Downtown signal retiming in 2017 for 20 mph streets; 

4. Updates of the sidewalk inventory in 2016-2018 and Roadways to Bikeways Plan 

in 2017. 

 

The council requests advancement of: 

1. Capitol & Island pedestrian crossing; 

2. State & Wylie pedestrian crossing (currently 6-7 years out); 

3. Bikeways on Owyhee and Shoshone (currently in 2021 & 2022); 

4. Main & Idaho pavement maintenance with protected bike lanes to construction 

in 2018 and moving State Street’s construction to 2019, if the bridges at Smith 

and Breneman can safely delay maintenance for one additional year 

5. On 5th & 6th Streets: 

a. Advance the conversion of 5th & 6th streets to two-way; 

b. Advance design of an innovative solution for the Fort, 5th, Hays 

intersection; 

c. Add a traffic signal at 3rd & State and change the stop sign locations to give 

3rd Street priority (to facilitate the 5th/6th conversion by allowing 3rd 

Street to share a larger percentage of north-south traffic).  

 



6. The Broadway / Ave B / Warm Springs intersection improvements are scheduled for design in 2021 
with construction in 2022/2023. Ideally this project would dovetail with the improvements planned 
at the St. Luke’s campus. To accomplish this and ensure the greatest flexibility, we request 
advancement of the design to a coordinated year with St. Luke’s development. Additionally, we 
request advancing the construction of the off-street path through Dona Larson Park to the earliest 
possible year. 

 
7. Having received the determination from ACHD that there are no appropriate locations for 

pedestrian refuge medians on McMillan Road from Eagle to Cloverdale, we request that ACHD 
identify locations for additional pedestrian crossings on this stretch of roadway.   

 
Thank you for your consideration. Please contact Karen Gallagher if you have questions or need 
more information regarding any of the above.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
David Bieter 
Mayor 

 
 

cc Ryan Head, ACHD 
Karen Gallagher, Planning and Development Services  
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Ryan Head

Subject: FW: HAWK light in front of Eagle Middle School

From: Yochum Joe [mailto:Yochum.Joe@westada.org]  
Sent: Friday, September 09, 2016 9:23 AM 
To: Brooke Green 
Cc: Carson Miranda 
Subject: HAWK light in front of Eagle Middle School 
  
Good Morning Brooke 
  
I am writing to request serious consideration for the installation of a HAWK light on Floating Feather Road in front of 
Eagle Middle School. The enrollment of the school has increased to over 1200 students and is expected to remain at that 
level for at least the next two years. 
  
We have been informed that the HAWK is on the waiting list and slated for installation in 2021 – I am requesting that it 
be moved up and installed as soon as possible. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Joseph E. Yochum 
Assistant Superintendent of Operations 
West Ada School District 
1303 East Central Drive 
Meridian, ID 83642 
208.855.4500 
  
INTERNET CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication, including any attachments, is confidential and intended only 
for the use of the person to whom it is addressed.  If the reader of this message is not the person to whom it is 
addressed or an agent or employee responsible for delivering it to the addressee, please notify us immediately that you 
have received the message in error, then delete this communication and attachments, if any, without reading or copying 
them. 
  



ACHD 5-YEAR PLAN 2017-2021 
 COMMENTS FROM NORTH END NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (NENA) 
 
We appreciate all efforts to make streets safer for pedestrians and bicyclists. We urge 
consideration of the Priority Projects in the North Boise Neighborhood Bike Pedestrian 
Plan in your 2018-22 Plan. 
 
We also urge ACHD to include transit as a serious option in future planning. All of Ada 
County is growing and will continue to grow. We clearly can not build enough roads to 
solve congestion. Each widening of a road takes that land out of the tax rolls. Please do 
all you can to make transit a viable transportation option in Ada County! 
 
  For 2017-21  we appreciate: 
 
IN215-14 Intersection 5th, Fort, Hays—Please invite plenty of public involvement in the 
actual design. Pay special attention to needs of bicyclists and  pedestrians. 
 
CM215-24  14th and Fort—Please expedite—this area is currently very dangerous for 
students! 
 
CM215-06  28th at Hazel, Bella, Irene—please expedite because of danger to students 
 
CM210-89 Heron St. 13th to 9th 
 
RD 216-06,07, 08 and  
CM213-35 Fort/WashingtonSt, Robbins Rd 
 
The area around St. Lukes is critical for all modes of transportation. Please invite plenty 
of public involvement in the actual design. Pay special attention to needs of bicyclists and 
pedestrians.  
 
IN205-95  Broadway/Ave. B and ID/Warm Springs—We appreciate continued 
coordination with St. Lukes. Please invite plenty of public involvement in the design. Pay 
special attention to the needs of bicyclists and pedestrians. 
 
We are concerned about the widening of State St. from Glenwood to 27th. We feel that 
seven lanes is excessive. We would prefer to see five lanes total with HOV/transit lanes 
and bike lanes. We ask that sidewalks be separated from the roadway by a planting strip 
to provide safety and some comfort (there is little comfort walking beside a 7 lane road!) 
for pedestrians. 
 
We are particularly concerned about State St. east of 27th st. and request adequate public 
involvement in any changes to that stretch of roadway.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 



Sincerely, 
 
Anne Stites Hausrath, NENA Streets Chair 



September 9, 2016 

                   Angela Rossmann 
        Traffic Safety Committee 

 Boise heights Neighborhood  
    angelarossmann@yahoo.com 

 

Ryan Head  
Supervisor, Planning & Programming  
Ada County Highway District 
3375 Adams Street  
Garden City, Idaho 83714 
  
RE:  Neighborhood Comments for Intergraded Five Year Work Plan  
 
Dear Ryan~ 
First off may I thank you for taking the time to clarify the agency process for developing 
the Ada County Highway District (ACHD) “Integrated Five Year Work Plan”. Your 
patience explaining the details to me is very much appreciated! 
In keeping with the plan processes and playing catch up, to date our *“trio of 
neighborhoods” have provided input to Brooke for consideration of the North Boise 
Neighborhood Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (NENBP). Though we have provided 
comments rather late in the process, we are pleased for the opportunity to participate. 
And now that we are more aware of the process we can become more involved in the 
future with your “Integrated Five Year Plan”. As I mentioned in our last conversation as 
recommended by Director Wong, we have reached out to Boise City officials and 
anticipate meeting with them to review our long standing traffic safety concerns dating 
as far back as 1999. In the meantime, please find below several traffic safety concerns we 
face daily. We respectfully ask that you may give careful consideration to our 
concerns.       
School Safety: A growing safety concern has been the intersection of Brumback and 
8th Street. The corner at Brumback and 8th Street could truly use some increased 
protection for the many children, pedestrians and cyclists crossing. This intersection is 
the only route in and out for Boise Heights and the numerous Somerset neighborhoods 
situated further in Boise Hills Drive. There are peak hours that can be easily measured 
with the help of traffic counts. Cars driving downhill from Somerset Ridge create quite a 
dangerous situation often driving well past the posted 25 mph speed limit.  Particularly 
dangerous times are in the morning and afternoon especially during the school year 
when many young children cross at the corner of 8th and Brumback walking the popular 
route for Longfellow School.  Additionally,9th Street and Brumback is the subsequent 
intersection that children cross on the way to school and ought to be given the equal 
attention for safety since this block intersection also serves as the alternate route to 
carry traffic from Somerset Ridge and Boise Heights neighborhoods directly into the 
city. At any given time, adults walking from all three neighborhoods use both corner 
crossings to visit Hyde Park Camel Back Park, or simply stroll the historic North End. 
Cyclists in route to Ridges to Rivers locations whether riding or driving also use 8th and 



Brumback intersection. This intersection serves as the only entry into the combined 
Boise Heights and Somerset neighborhoods leading to the foothills recreational system. 
Perhaps enhanced crosswalks as those used to secure safe crossing at the Capital 
Building on State Street could offer the same security for the North End children 
crossing the streets. Or if possible raising more attention using “slow when flashing” 
warning signals may increase protection for crossing at the intersections of 8th and 9th 
Streets at Brumback. The whole idea behind a series of enhanced crosswalks, such as all 
those streets intersecting with 8th & 9th as listed, is to create a visual of “crossing 
stations”. These crossing stations may work effectively to slow traffic speed down along 
the traditional grid of the North End during school hours and other periods of use for 
crosswalks. As early as 1999, ACHD identified 8th & 9th streets as collectors functioning 
over capacity for comfort as the streets carry more traffic serving subdivisions outside of 
the grid. To further slow traffic speeds along the school route, such thought-provoking 
commentary from the” trio of neighborhoods” included the ideas of reducing the speed 
limit of 25 miles per hour to 20 miles per hour. More established cities with longer 
historical perspective have create school safety zones and such treatment ideas offers us 
quantifiable results. 
Other intersection streets used for crossing to Longfellow and the other four schools 
close in proximity throughout the North End area of traffic impact include: 
8th & Sherman, 8th and Ada, 8th & Resseguie  
9th & Sherman, 9th & Ada, 9th & Resseguie 
It is important to note that the above-mentioned intersections have all been included 
and recognized as significant for consideration in the NENBP. We have however 
dutifully asked for re-prioritization of 8th and 9th Streets at Brumback to move to a 
ranking of high priority. Another point to included was mentioned during the 
September 1, 2016 meeting at ACHD headquarters, Terry Little said we may have the 
opportunity to participate in the process of “flagging” these two particularly concerning 
intersections. In fact, we would welcome the idea of a possible stop gap until permanent 
intersection changes can be put in place. Flagging may be a first step for raising public 
awareness regarding speed, and school routes moving us closer to giving our children 
the much needed protection walking to and from school.  
Other intersections pertaining to school route safety that we would like to see protected 
are those streets that are part of the grid for North Junior High: 13th & Fort; 13th & 14th 
and Resseguie.  
Surrounding streets near Boise High School are extremely active areas with cyclists, 
skateboarders, scooters, pedestrians and young inexperienced drivers and increased 
protection can improve traffic safety and movement. Streets that can also benefit from 
similar treatment used successfully at 8th and Washington Street for Boise High are:  
10th Street & Fort and 10th Street & Hays.  
General Safety: Hand and hand with offering increased protection for crossing at 8th 
and 9th Streets at Brumback is the need for completing two (2) specific missing 
sidewalk sections nearby: 
Lower Boise Hills Drive through to Brumback on North side of 7th.  
North 8th Street unconnected sidewalks sections from Lemp to Ridgeline.  
The absence of sidewalk connectivity leads to pedestrians and cyclists and skateboarders 
to use the street. Without sidewalks the general sense of safety of the neighborhood is 



disrupted which only contributes further to the growing concern for safe access for 
children in route to school and recreational activities.  
Traffic Calming: In the context of priorities in a perfect world, downhill traffic 
calming would be at the top of the list! At the very least however, a downhill calming 
device such as an island could be quite effective as traffic swoops down southward from 
Ridgeline Drive at Brumback and 8th street intersection. Two stop sign serve traffic 
moving directionally one way from east to west and west to east. It appears from 
observation, the island treatments in place on 15th street seem to have helped put some 
structure on the street and seemingly calmed traffic speed from a heavily traveled route 
from foothills subdivisions areas. We envision a similar result especially if island 
treatments along with entrance signage announcing neighborhoods were combined in 
several locations. The entrance neighborhood signage can work double duty. First signs 
give historical relevance to the North End and by raising awareness of such significance 
drivers can recognize that the roadway is actually an established neighborhood and 
speed limits are set to ensure safety for all. (see attached traffic safety improvement 
document as presented to ACHD Commission for further details) 
Other Methods: Outside of stationary traffic calming devices like islands and Rapid 
Response Flashing Beacons (RRFB) at intersections, there is another method that can 
be used that may over time help reduce the speed of which vehicles travel and usually 
within budgetary discretion. The use of seasonal Public Service Announcement (PSA) is 
such a method utilizing both television, newspapers, other local publications and radio 
as well as the popular social media. The PSA acts as a helpful reminder to drivers. PSA’s 
increased before and during the school year, the autumn time change that darkens the 
roadway and winter weather conditions will alert drivers to the importance of slowing 
down for the safety of our community. Such a message would tie in with the nationwide 
campaign that has promoted Boise as one of “the most livable cities” in our county.  A 
safe and leisurely driving pace during school hours only compliments the idea of 
livability in Boise. The newspaper efforts of ACHD column of “ask the wizard a 
question” is such a method but communication expansion through a PSA can work to 
foster public awareness.  
Before leaving this section, one other seasonal but far reaching PSA worth considering is 
reminding drivers of the wildlife roaming in portions of the district. To some extent the 
ACHD wildlife underpass of highway 21 has enhanced driver safety by providing 
passageway for mitigation routes. However, migrating wildlife still travel along various 
locations of the roadway especially from Lucky Peak into the Harris Ranch 
development. There are as well residential deer herds along the Boise River Corridor 
that are present year around but winter is particularly harrowing for survival both for 
forage and safety. Perhaps a partner sponsorship between ACHD and Idaho Department 
of Fish & Game could prove beneficial for both the public safety and that of wildlife.  
In closing the work recently approved by the ACHD Commission for bike routing 
beginning at Brumback just after 7th Street thorough Somerset neighborhood is a 
beginning step towards improving the public safety of our “trio of neighborhoods”. We 
welcome future improvements and are eager to work in unison with ACHD, Boise City, 
the school district and local residence to help make safety first in the beloved North End 
and surrounding foothills neighborhoods. 
 
*trio= is a combination of Boise Heights, Somerset, and North End Neighborhoods 



 
Sincerely,  
~Angela Rossmann  


